
Report to: Place and Economic Development Sub-Committee, 27th January 2020

Report of: Corporate Director - Place

Subject: SOUTH WORCERSHIRE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AUTHORITIES’ 
MONITORING REPORT 2018/19

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Members note the content of the South Worcestershire Development 
Plan - Authorities’ Monitoring Report 2018/19 (as set out at Appendix 1) 
and its publication.

2. Background

2.1 The Authorities’ Monitoring Report (AMR) is used to assess the effectiveness of 
Worcester City’s planning policies and to inform any future revisions to policies or 
their implementation. 

2.2 This AMR covers the monitoring period 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019. This is the 
third AMR prepared since the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) was 
adopted in February 2016.  The AMR sets out current performance against the 
policies in SWDP.

2.3 Members will recall that Worcester City Council officers have prepared reports 
covering Housing Land, Employment Land, Retail and Planning Obligations.  These 
reports were specific to Worcester City and presented to Members at Briefing 
Sessions.  However, the AMR covers the whole of South Worcestershire and monitors 
the delivery and implementation of all aspects of the South Worcestershire 
Development Plan.

3. Information 

3.1 The AMR monitors the effectiveness of the planning policies in the SWDP.  It also 
measures progress in delivering the Local Development Scheme and progress on 
Neighbourhood Plans.

Progress on Delivering the Local Development Scheme

3.2 The AMR covers the period 1st April 2018 to 31st March2019 and therefore measures 
progress against the 2018 LDS.  Members will be aware that a revised LDS was 
adopted by full Council at their November 2019 meeting however there were no 
significant changes to the timetables.

3.3 The main focus during the monitoring period has been the review of the South 
Worcestershire Development Plan.  



This remains on track to be completed within the timetable with both the Issues and 
Options and Preferred Options consultations taking place as per the timetable in 
November/December 2018 and 2019 respectively.

3.4 South Worcestershire Development Plan

3.5 The following sets out the key trends and delivery figures for south Worcestershire.  

SWDP 3: Employment, Housing and Retail Requirement and Delivery of
Employment Land:
 2,191 dwellings have been delivered across South Worcestershire during 

2018/19.  
 Cumulative housing delivery across south Worcestershire between 2006/07 and 

2018/19 is 16,113 dwellings.  
 In the monitoring year 2018/19, 766 affordable homes were delivered.  

Self Build and Custom House Building
As at 31st October 2017 there were 124 entries on Part 1 of the three registers and 
a further 71 entries on Part 2 of the register.  41 serviced plots have been delivered.   
Please note this data runs to 31st October 2019 because it is aligned to the 
monitoring periods set out in the regulations relating to the register.  

SWDP 13: Efficient Use of Land
 Data is currently only available for Worcester City.  In Worcester City 11.93 

hectares of land has been built upon achieving an average density of 58.78 
dwellings per hectare from 241 net completions. This falls within the density 
requirement for Worcester City of 40 to 75 dwellings per ha.  Out of 480 (Gross) 
completions 432 were completed on previously developed land – 90%.

SWDP14: Market Housing Mix (Worcester City)
 Data is currently only available for Worcester City - 1 and 2 bedroom dwellings 

account for 57.2% of Worcester City’s housing completions for 2018/19. 3 
bedroom dwellings account for 15.7% of Worcester City’s housing completions for 
2018/19. 4 and 4 plus bedroom dwellings account for 26.9% of Worcester City’s 
housing completions for 2018/19.

Community Infrastructure Levy
 In Wychavon and Malvern Districts, within the monitoring period, the council 

received £739,370.33 in total from CIL contributions, of which £115,306.87 was 
paid over to parishes as the neighbourhood proportion. These contributions come 
from residential and retail development.  No CIL income was received in 
Worcester City.  

3.6 The AMR presents a range of information relating to the implementation of the 
SWDP.  Some of this information has already been made available through the 
Worcester City specific monitoring reports on housing, employment land, retail and 
planning obligations.   The AMR shows that across south Worcestershire good 
progress has been made on implementing the SWDP and the policies have stood up 
to scrutiny at appeal in many instances.



Ward(s): All
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